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Ukraine Crop Update
Ukraine spring seeding is ahead of both last year and average having 6.6 million
hectares planted by May 7. Ukraine’s weather this spring has been favorable for
both fieldwork and crop development.
Ukraine’s 2014 total grain harvest is projected at 57.5 million tonnes, which
would be 5.5 million below last season. Wheat production in 2014 is forecast to
total 21.0 million tonnes, which would be 1.3 million lower than last season. All
barley production is forecast at 7.8 million tonnes, which, if realized, would be
239 thousand above last year. Corn production is forecast at 26.0 million tonnes,
which would be 4.9 million below last season. Sunflowerseed production is
forecast at 9.5 million tonnes which, if realized, would be 3 million below last
season’s record harvest.

Spring Sowing Ahead of Average
Ukraine’s spring grain planting is proceeding ahead of average. The Ukraine Ministry of
Agriculture reported that 6.6 million hectares had been planted by May 7, which was ahead of
the 6 million hectares planted by the same date last year. The fast pace is attributed to favorable
weather. Ukraine’s spring sowing is usually completed by the end of May.

775 Ridge Lake Boulevard, Suite 400 ~ Memphis, Tennessee 38120-9403 ~ Telephone 901.202.4600 ~ Fax 901.766.4402
http://www.informaecon.com

Ukraine Crop Update
CROP-UKR14-01
May 8, 2014

Page 2

General Weather Conditions
Soil moisture reserves in Ukraine are favorable for planting and crop development given abovenormal rains during April. Rain amounts so far in May have ranged between one-half and one
inch, which are near normal. Climatically, Ukraine’s rain totals increase in May with June and
July usually the country’s wettest months. April temperatures averaged slightly above normal,
which favored winter crop development as well as emergence and development of the springsown crops. Temperatures so far in May have averaged near normal.
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Crop Production Uncertainties
Grain production forecasts at the beginning of the growing season are tenuous at best. This
season’s forecasts have added uncertainty given the political situation with Russia. Farmers in
Ukraine reportedly have curtailed equipment investments due to the real question of who could
control the land later this year. The devaluation of Ukraine’s currency reportedly has increased
the cost of imported fertilizer and other inputs by 50 percent versus the price paid last season.

Russian Annexation of Crimea
Please note that there will be some confusion to Ukraine production this season due to Russia’s
annexation of Crimea. USDA’s estimates and forecasts in the upcoming World and Agricultural
Supply and Demand Estimates reports for Ukraine will include Crimea until the boundary
changes are recognized by the U.S. State Department. Informa’s forecasts and historical
estimates in this report are in line with a Ukraine that includes Crimea. For perspective,
Crimea’s grain production is dominantly wheat with only a minor amount of production in corn,
sunflowers or other bulk commodities. Forecasts from other sources may or may not include
Crimea.

Total Grain Production
Informa’s Ukraine forecasts are in line with a 57.5 million-tonne-total grain harvest versus 63
million produced last year. In late April, the International Grains Council forecast Ukraine’s
total grain harvest at 56.8 million tonnes. Trade sources reportedly forecast Ukraine’s total grain
harvest between 55 and 58 million tonnes.
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Crop Comments
Wheat production in 2014 is forecast to total 21.0 million tonnes, which would be 1.3 million
lower than last season. Informa assumes that Ukraine will harvest 6.5 million hectares of wheat
with yields that average 3.23 tonnes per hectare. In late April, the International Grains Council
forecast Ukraine 2014 wheat production at 20.0 million tonnes. USDA’s attaché also forecast
Ukraine to harvest 20.0 million tonnes of wheat. Ukraine’s wheat production is roughly 95
percent winter harvest and 5 percent spring harvest.

All barley production is forecast at 7.8 million tonnes, which, if realized, would be 239 thousand
above last year due to an assumption of slightly greater seeded area. Ukraine’s barley production
is dominantly spring harvested. The 2014 barley yield is forecast at 2.23 tonnes per hectare,
which, if realized, would be 5 percent below last year but in line with the five-year average.
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Corn production is forecast at 26.0 million tonnes, which would be the second largest on record
but 4.9 million below last season. The Ministry of Agriculture reported that 3.9 million hectares
of corn were planted by May 7, which represented 75 percent of the planned 5.1 million hectares
to be planted to corn. The corn yield is forecast at 5.42 tonnes per hectare, which, if realized,
would be 15 percent below last year’s record. The yield potential will be difficult to gauge
versus the last few years given that the costs of imported seeds and inputs have increased due to
devaluation of the currency combined with the political uncertainites.

Sunflowerseed production in 2014 is projected at 9.5 million tonnes, which, if realized, would be
3 million below last season’s record harvest. Sunflowerseed area is projected at 6.2 million
hectares, which would be 100 thousand above last season. In late April, sunflowerseed plantings
totaled 2.9 million hectares, 250 thousand above the amount planted at this same time last year.
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UKRAINE OBLAST
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